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McKnew’s.

“Strictly Reliable Qualities.”

Bunlness hours, 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

January Clearing Sale!
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PIANOS AND ORGANS.

" HAZELTON
Pianos

Are hand-made instruments, and for
fifty vears have been regarded the

c

best examples of the art of piano |

building.
Pfeiffer’s PianoWarercoms
Sell 8 92@ F Street.

WEBER
PIANOS.

WELER PrURING week of Metropolltan
) RSN Fu=lisi tardamd  Gpern, comanencing
Mondny, Janmmry 21, ut the New Na-
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TPERCY = FOSTER, Manager
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Chickering
Baby Grand Piano.

Used enly a few years and in perfect order—
fally guaranteed.
STEINWAY SQUARE PLANO - gomd,

strong, rich

tone—ouly $150, Other Second-hand Planos &t cor- |

respoudingly low prices, ! L I L T I R I N
Handsome Harp, as good as new- cost $1.000— | - e — e _ &
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above. The Sidewnlk Hox Nunisance,

John F. Ellis & Co.,

WiT PENNSEYLVANIA AVE,

Ja21

PIAMOS FOR RENT.

Rent 1 ppltied it p'urchasod. s
Sohmer Pianos, Worch Pianos.

HIUGO WORCH, 923 F St. N.W. |

oc20-0m 8

Established 1842.

Stieff Pianos.

BRANCH OF FACTORY,
* 821 Eleventh at. o.ow.

J. C. Conliff, Manager.
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That's what vou get here.

To the Editor of The Evening Star:
: I have been a constant reader of your
| paper and an observer of events in thiz city
from the second Inauvguration of General
| Grant to the present and have witnessed
! the inauguration of every Presldent since
| that time and on each oceasion have had
| to contend with sidewalk box nul=ance, and
| therefore Indorse every waord In the very
tiniely communieation of “C. C. G.”" In The
| Qiar of the 17th instant. The very forcible
condemnation of the nulsance will, 1T am
| sure, receive the hearty approval of every
! good citizen, especially of the thousands
who like myself cannot afford the luxury of
| a seat on any one of the reviewlng stands.
! Unless 1 am mistaken, there §s at present a
| regulation against obstructlon of the side-
| walk, except for a few feet from the bulld-
| ing line. If this is true I am sure that if the
attention of our efficlent chlef of police,
| Major Sylvester, is called to thls nuisance,
, he will find a way to suppress it. 1 hope
that many other citizens will protest

"KNABE’S

Yot will find just what you want fn a GRAND,
UPFRIGHT, SQUARE PIANO or ORGAN, at sur- |

pristugly low figures and reasovable terms.
PIANOS FOR RENT, TUNING AND MOVING.

Wm. Knabe & Co.,
1209 Pa. Ave. N. W.,

Praa21,12  WASBUHINGTON, D. C.

against this abominable nuisance. The more
the better, and if the chlef of police lacks
| the authority to prevent it, the District
Ccmmissioners should be appealed to In time
to give him the authority at once. The side-
walks are the property of the District- and
! should not be used by anyone for the pur-
| pr=e of personal gain and to the Inconven-
lence and annovance of the general publie.
| Let us hear from other citlzens. Keep the

| bal! rolling. W. L E.
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Inaugural Illumination.
To {he Editor of The Evening Star: A
1 have gained the Impression from read-

ing the published accounts of the work of
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We don’t call this the most wonderful Clothing
sale that ever-took place—it is not a sensational af-
[t is a legitimate sacrifice to effect the desired
purpose of closing out all odd and small lots.
response thus far has really been remarkable, prov=
ing that the meaning we attach to the word bargain
is readily recognized and appreciated. All sizes in

for Jackets worth up

Of all the favored fabrics in all the wanted shades.

economy of buving fine goods at low prices.

Women’s Tailor-made Jackets.

 $18.75

These offerings are very important from a value standpoint, and command and receive interested at-
It is a pleasure to buy such high-class jackets even at regular prices, hence when they may be
had at such great savings as noted above it affords appreciative women much gratification.
matter of a jacket there is no need to be less than rightly and stylishly attired with prices so low as ours

A Splendid Gathering of Muslin Underwear
At Very lNoderate Prices.

In fact, the prices are so low in many instances (quality considered) that one could not buy the ma-
terials and trimmings for as little as is asked for the garment comnlete.
riving—thus the stock is ever new and iresh. i
substantial undermuslins than you will find in any other store in Washington.

Exceptionally large are the lines at 8s5c. and $i1.23. |

We offer garments at these prices worth regularly $1.25 and $1.75.

The business here is growing so greatly because more of you have come to appreciate the real
A worthy article at less than usual price is a bargain.

Clothing attrac=
tions that are

of men to this store
during these mid=
season days.

And they buy.

Because they
know the reduc-
tions are absol
and actual.
also know the
styles are this sea-=
son’s best. Choice
of Fancy Cassi-=
meres, Cheviots
and Worsteds, besides blues and

Every garment lined throughout with taffeta

It is a larger and miore varied ‘gathering of high-class,

PARKER. BRIDGET & CO.,

Head-to-Foot Outfitters, Pennsylvania Avenue and Nii}th Street.

the committee on illumination that it is

intended to use electric lights to illuminate

a few of our public buildings. 1 was in

the City of Mexico on December 1, when

I'tesldent Diaz was inauvgurated, and ob-

talned a view of the illuminations. The

effect was worth the cost; vet there was
one oversight much commented upon. The

Cathedral towers bore lights only on the

fronte. [U gave them an unfinished ap-

pearance. [ trust that if it is deeided to
tlwninate the dome of the Capitol or the
tower of the post office building the com-
mittee will do the work =so thoroughly as
to fnclude the entire dome and three sides
of the tower, The extra expense will be
amply repaid by the improved effect. W,
—————
In Defense of Capt.. Hall.

To the Fditor of The Evening Star:

The following article was recelved from
Mantla from the men of the Newark:

Alleged Cowardice of Capialn Hall

7. B. I'. 8. Newark, Cavite, November 3.

Editor Manila Times:

Sir: We, the men of the U. 8. F. 8. New-
ark, who were with Captain Hall"in Pekin,
have the honor to deny the article appear-
ing In your paper of the 21st Instant accus-
ng Captain Hall of cowardice, and to say
such a statement is entirely groundless.
We men who were with him (and some of
us were also in Guantanamo, Cuba, with
him) have nothing but the greatest faith,
honor and esteem for him, and ask for no
braver or more thoughtful officer to lead
us anyvwhere. Yours. respectfully,

THE MARINES OF THE NEWARK
WHO WERE IN PEKIN UNDER CAP-
TAIN HALIL.

{We are pleased to receive the above de-
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nial, and hope it will be reprinted by Chin=
papers which confained the first references
to the alleged cowardice of Captain Hall),
That is the complete article from the Ma-
nila paper, and I, ask you to republish 1t
in The Star. = 8. JOHNSON.

Little Girl the Only Survivor.
Mrs. Minnie Rathbun Paige died of pneu-
monia last evenifg at her residence, 1624
Riggs etreet. A ‘little’ more than a week
ago, the 13th Instant, her husband, Joseph
Yates Palge, died of the same disease, A
daughter, eight years of age, is the only
survivor of the family, The bodies of Mr.
and Mrs, Paige are to bé taken to Albany,
N. Y., for interment.

| closely by munieipal autherities throughout |

| based upon earning power,

OVER-CAPITALIZATION

Comments by a Chicago Authority
on the Pending Gas Bill. -

WASHINGTON HERETOFORE A MODEL

Danger of Too Much Latitude to
Franchise Holders.

WINDY CITY FIGURES

Washington affairs are being watched |
the country, as the conviction grows year |
by vear that this is a model municipality
in many respecis. This fact was adduced
anew by statements made yesterday to a
Star reporter by Mr. George . Sikes, the
secretary of the street railway commission
to the Chicago city counecil. Mr. Sikes, who
is in Washington for a short vislt, is gen-
erally interested, as a matter of municipal

financiering, in the pending bill proposing |
to grant the right to the Washington Ijm:|
Light Company to increase its capital stock |
on a computation of the net earnings of the |
corporation. He thinks this prineiple, which |
underlies the bill discussed yesterday in the |
House and finally recommitted to the Dis- |

trict Commissioners for amendment, to be |
vicious and dangerous. He said: |
“In many respects Washington is the |
|

|

model city of the country. For instance,
the franchise poliey of Congress in the past
with regard to public utilities in the Dis-
trict of Columbia has been in many ways
most exemplary and deserving of imitation.
It i to be regretted, however, that a change
seems to be coming over Congress in this
respect, and that the pressure of special
interests appears, in some cases at least, to |
threaten an abandonment of old-time poli-
cies that called forth commendation from
the student of city prokblems,
Stock Watering Threatened.

“Stock waltering by public service corpo-
rations operating in the city of Washington
is an evil which Congress untfl quite re-
cently has uniformly sought to prevent, |
and with a fair degree of success in most
instanceg. Most franchise grants have stip-
ulated that the amount of =tock and bonds
outstanding should he limited to the actual
cost of construction and equipment of the
plant, whatever it might be, and in many
cases it was made the duty of some public
body—usually the Supreme Court for the
District of Columbla—to supervise the issue
of bonds and stock, to see that the intent
of the law with regard to over-capitaliza-
tion was respected.  Now, the Districet com-
mittees of Congress, whose recommenda-
tioms of legistation for the District of Co-
lumbia are usually followed by Congress,
are committed to an entirely different pol-
icy. The gas companies of the Distriet de-
gire to consolidate—a course to which there
can he no valid objection from the view
point of sound municipal policy—but ihe
Houge commiltee on Distriet affairs, in ree-
ommending a bill permitting eonsolidation,

has also given approval to what is, for the
city of Washington, a novel principle of
capitalization, that capitallzation shall be

rather than cost,
the very thing that Cong hitherto has
songht so hard to avoid. The bill in ques-
tion provides that securitics may be issued
by the gas company to an amount that
will represent the yearly earnings of the
company capitalized on a 4 per cent basis,
Of course, this Is a stock-watering deviee,

pure and simple, and of the very worst
kind. Itg sole object is to obscure the
amount of the actual investment upon
which alone the company has a geht to |
*expect dividends,  If capitalization is to be |
based upon earning capaclty rather i]|:mi

cost, of course the company will be able to
claim with much plausibility, when demuinls
may be made in the future for further re-
duetions in the price of gas, that its earn-
ings are not excessive as shown by the
dividend raies upon its stock.

Attitude of the Commissioners.

“In eonversation the other day with one
of the Commissioners of the Distriet of
Columbia, T took the commizslon mildly to
task for this proposed piece of legislatim.
I told the Commissioner that we of cutside |
cities were accustomed to look to Washing- |
ton as a model upon many matters of
municipal policy, but that we could not con-
tinue to do so If such measures as the one
in questlon were to be enacted into law.
His repiy was that the commission did not
favor the stock-watering provision to which
I took exeception, and that .the bill, as
favorably reported by the Housge commit-
tee on Distrlet affairs, was in conflict with
the recommendations of the commlission.

“This bill, if enacted into law by Congress,
will mark a radleal departure in poliey with
respect to public utilities in the elty orf
Washington. The departure, moreover, is
one to be seriously regretted, not only by |
residents of Washington, but also by resi-
dents of other cities who hitherto have been
able to point to Washington as in many
respects o model of what ought to be In all
citles In matters of this kind."

A Chicago Report.

In this connection® Mr. Sikes called at-
tention to the latest annual report of 1he
street railway commission, of which he is
secretary, flled in December last, in the
ccursge of which the whole subject of capi-
talization of the public utilities was dis-
cussed. The report says:

“Owver-capitalization is a favorile device
for concealing large profits. The putting
on the market of large quantities of wia-
tered securities is objectionable, too, as in-
troducing complications which it is better
Lo avoid. The commission is strongly of the

! of

opinion, therefore, that provision should be
made by law to prevent, il possible, excos-
sive over-capitallzation by street railway
companles.

“Po accomplish this object, something
more is necessary than a mere declaration
law against over-capitalization. The
constitution of Illinois contains a provision
(Article XTI, Bection ) designed to prevent
slock watering, but it has proven of com-
paratively little vilue. In order Lo prevent
over-capitallzation there must not only be
a law against it, but there must be admin-
istrative machinery of some sort to pass
upon aill bond and stock issues to see that
ihe law is complied with before the securi-
tits are put out. Massachusetts has such
special administrative machinery, and the
results of its operations appear to be fairly
satisfactory, as is attested by the following
excerpt from the report (page 37) made to
the Massachusetts leglslature in February,
1898, by the special committee on street
railways:

In Massachusetits.

“*‘The laws of Massachusetls as to capi-
talizatlon have been strictly drawn and
riglidly administered, nor has any evidence
been adduced showing that they have been
pecullarly Ineffectlve. On the contrary,
using round numbers only, the capitaliza-
tion per mile. in stock and bonds ($46,000)
is less in Maseachusetts than the average
. ($49,000) In the New England states, not a
third of what it is in New York ($177,800)
or half what it is in Pennsylvania ($128, -
200), less than half what it is (384,100) In the
T'nited States as a -whole; and it is less
than Great Britain ($47,000).

“In this conneetion, some figures concern-
ing the capitallzation of the principal Chi-
cago companies may be interesting. The
report of the Illinols bureau of labor sta-
tistice for 1806, which discussed at con-
siderable length the subject of street rail-
way capitalization, gave the following as
the mileage and capitalization of the three
great companies at the close of 1886: -

Outstanding Total

Mﬂeng.. ohu%ntlom. per mile,
Chie Cltg . Co...184. £16,610,500 §£90,216
N. Chicago Bt. B.R Co.101.00 14,780,900 146,346
W. Chicago St.R.IR.C0.202.62 30,201,900 149,500

MOERIE . s s a'smnvais e 4B7.584 692,500 $126,460
"'!:'l:e report proceds to bring these figures
up to date by adding the increased mil
and capitalization, showing that these utili-
tles are financed very heavily in all cases,
The report continues; .
The Remedy. -
“*Tg return to consideration of means of
preventing over-capitalization, Massachu-
setts seems to have accomplished the ob-
ject in view with a fair degree of satisfac-
tion by requiring all bond and stock issues
to be approved by designated public au-
tharities. The commission has aimed in a
general way to follow the I ] )
The proposed bill prohibits excessive

b

‘lwmmuon‘ and the state auditer, Mmm.
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For Men, Boys and Children. |
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never carry the goods of
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This is an ironclad

weaves as well as the
Oxfords.

S

Twice a year we make this enormous sacri=

than is ever made by any other legitimate cloth= |
ing house in the country.

And this is the reason of it: |
facturers and make up a complete stock every |
season—therefore it is imperative that we shall l|

|
|
l

and cost what it may—we always observe it. i

No reservafions—choose as freely as if you ||
were paying full price

re widespread reduction ]|

We are manu= |

one season over into an-=

rule of this business—

from all the fancy
plain blues, blacks and
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The FATTOUS
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i  IDEAL KID  }
kX &
% — Looks like patent leather— 3
s $3 35 —Wears like kid— %
.; ‘ —Ideal Patent Kid has cre- k
;: ated a furore in the shoe- %
% making world. It is a 20th ,g:
, century preduct. Has alii the ;i‘
% advantages of patent leather &
and none of its disadvan= |
% 3
§: ----- tages. 1}-
Warranted Not to Break. %
‘E' —A Special ideal Kid $4 Shoe for $3.35 is our 2
% offer to Washington. A boot for dress or street 3
i —in every size from 1 to 9, and all the widths. :
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the attorney general and the state treas-
urer are constituted a board to pass on
stock and bond issues to see that the pro-

* hibitions of the lar are recognized.' "

“PTitles for Lawyers."”
To the Editor of The Evening 8tar:

Your timeiy article of the 16th Instant on
this subject deserves further consideration.
In the United States, as abroad, the *'three
learned professions,” “divinity, law and
physie,”” confer on the graduates of each
the title, dignity or degree of “master,
bachelor or doctor,” but with us the term
profession has a more widely extended
meaning, and has been so corrupted that
it has been applied to apothecaries, den-
tlsts, nurscs, engineers, veterinarians, elec-
trical experts, army and navy officers, in
fact, to every vocation, frem whitewasher
to philosopher, just as we loosely call
echools seminaries, colleges, universities,
ete., until foreigrers and even our people
attach littie or no imporiance to our usc
of such terms.

1t is unconstitutional in this eountry to
use titles, in the sense of nobillary titles,
though we illogically ape them by the use
of such terms as “honorable,’”” "excel-
lency,” ete., for which there Is no warrant
in law—but in accordance with ancient
charter usage, universities confer ‘'tltles
of dignity,”” such as doctor, In the learned
professions, but these should be carefully
distingulshed from “titles of honor’—such
as admiral, captain, ete., in the military
and naval services—whlich are conferred by
Congress or the executive. This distinc-
tion 1s not usually known or understood,
though the two titles may be enjoyed by
the same individual—as when a doctor in
the law or other learned profession may
hold a commission or *title of honor" us
captaln or colonel in a military or naval
organization—asg In foreign servlceﬁ and In
ours—but even in this case the title of
dignity”” is the higher designation.

Our careless use of appellatives makes
confusion worse confounded, and it is high
time for us, in this second century of our
existence, to be more cautious In our
use of language, and to this end we should
look to the hearty co-operation of the

= d the intelligent publle. -
o A. B. ROWLAND.

— et
Naval Warrant Officers.

To the Edltor of The Evenirg Star: ’
gome days ago an article appeared i
your valuable paper anent the bill intro-
duced to promete boatswains and gunness
to the grade of ensign. I have read the
article with great interest, and sincerely
hope the bill will reach a successful issue,
as it will be a great incentive to get good
men enlisted in the service, but there is
one branch of the service which is quite
overloeked in the bill for promotion, viz.,
the warrant machinists. Why should not
they receive recognition as well as the

boatswalins and gunners?

In the modern vessels of the navy the
machinist 18 quite =as necessary as the
boatswain or gunner; his duties are more
arduous and responsibilities greater than
either of the above officers, both In- times
of peace and war. That the warrant ma-
chinists are capable and intelligent men was
proved by the examination for promotion
to that grade, when 109 men passed the
examination with .an average of B0 per
cent. JUSTICE.

— s
0ld Thentrical Affairs.
To the Editor of The Evening Star:
The old United States Theater play bm‘-
: in 8aturday's Star, and a cp;rv
A gent to me by Mr.
gw:mhﬂ%t doubt a bill of the Blodgett
L That theater was opened

EDMONSTON'S,
1334 F Street.
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A Big
Ten
Cent’s
Worth

And None
to Waste

February Number of
JLVERYBODY'S

MAGAZINE

On all News-stands
Ten Cents

New management; new vigor;
higher literary flavor; better illus-
tration; better printing. Not only
better than Fverybody’s was be-
fore; butunsurpassed by any other
magazine at its price. Not so
thick — not so many advertise-
ments, yet—more magazine than
advertisements. Theait’sdifferent
from other magazines. No tedi-
ous stuff in it—no pages to skip.

John Wanamaker
Publisher NEW YORK

E = -
in the summer of the year 1500 by the
company from ‘‘The New Theater,” Phila-
deiphia, under the ment of Messrs,
Wignell & Reinagle. e season closad
September 18, twelve days after the date
of the old bill, and the company was ans
nounced to reopen the Philadelphia theatey
September 22, “Providence and weather per-
mitting.”” The Blodgeit Hotel Theater was
the only theater In Washington at that
time, and all the performers whose namos
appear on the old bill werg members of the
Philadelphia company, and Mr. Wignell
who was cast for the chardcter of Jack
Lizard in the play of “The Secret; or, Part-
pership Dissolved,” was one of the
agers, and on the ng night of the
hotel theater delive the prologue writ-

ten for the occasion by Mr. omas Law,
” <3 p A. I. MGDD.
York, -
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